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Two  Dimensions of the Charismatic Renewal
In the document “Tertio Millennio Adveniente” Pope John 
Paul II referred to the importance of both the Institutional and 
the Charismatic dimensions of the Church. “The Institutional 
and Charismatic aspects are co-essential as it were to the 

Church’s constitution. They contribute although differently, to the life, 
renewal, and sanctification of the people of God.” I believe that in essence 
this statement is also relevant to the Charismatic Renewal itself.

Catholic Charismatic Renewal is correctly perceived as being one of the New 
Ecclesial Movements which have come into being since the Second Vatican 
Council. However the Charismatic Renewal is really much more than that. It 
is best described as being a “moving” of the Holy Spirit, wherein people who 
respond by yielding to His power, may experience the presence of God’s love 
and action in their lives. We have seen ample evidence of the powerful grace 
which flows from being “baptised’ or “released” in the Holy Spirit. Millions 
of Catholics worldwide have found their lives transformed through a simple 
prayer of surrender to the Holy Spirit, the principle effect of which is to enter 
into a new and ever deepening relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Let us consider for a moment two important fundamentals of our Catholic 
tradition, namely the Eucharist, and faith in Jesus Christ. I have always had 
a deep devotion for the Sacrament of the Blessed Eucharist, but after I was 
baptised in the Holy Spirit I experienced a powerful insight into the reality 
of this mystery. One morning as I was leaving a church following Mass and 
Holy Communion, the words of Jesus in St. John’s Gospel suddenly hit 
me like a bombshell. I was literally overcome with the sheer power of his 
promise: “...He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood lives in me and I live 
in him...” (John 6:56)

Until that moment my “Institutional” understanding of the Eucharist had been 
a belief which I simply accepted as a fact. Yes! This is truly Jesus, body, 
blood, soul and divinity, present under the appearance of bread. However, in 
that moment of absolute certainty I received a “Charismatic” insight into the 
truth and power of the presence of Jesus living in me and I in him. This was 
for me an outpouring of grace, in which the Holy Spirit convicted the essence 
of my being with a “knowledge” which was beyond my capacity to attain 
through human intellect. Jesus really lives in me!  I really live in Jesus! 

Similarly, the Church proclaims the gospel invitation of Jesus. “...Do not let 
your hearts be troubled. Trust in God still, and trust in me...” (John 14:1). This 
is the “Institutional” dimension of the call of Jesus to trust in him. Time and 
again Jesus invited his disciples to trust in him. He deplored the absence of 
faith amongst his own people, and even berated the apostles “...Where is 
your faith...” (Luke 8:25)

It was only after the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost that these same 
men were able to put their faith in the risen Christ to the extent that they were 
each prepared to die for him. The miracles wrought by the apostles occurred 
through their dependence on Jesus, and the knowledge that he still remained 
with them through their faith in his presence. Through the “Charismatic” gift 
of faith the early Church grew daily in numbers, and by shedding their blood 
the martyrs demonstrated not only their faith, but their total “dependence” on 
Jesus. 

Many times when praying with others I have shared with them the call of 
Jesus to trust in him. I have contemplated within my own life what it means to 
depend on Jesus, and I now experience through the “Charismatic” dimension 
of the Renewal that not only should I trust in Jesus, but I must also “depend” 
on Jesus. It relies upon the intervention of the Holy Spirit in my life leading me 
to say with absolute faith “I depend on you, Jesus” even when my prayers do 
not seem to be answered as I would wish.	

Allan Panozza

CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN
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CCR CENTRE 
101 Holden Street 
North Fitzroy 
VIC 3068 
(Car Park entry in Dean Street) 
Telephone: (03) 9486 6544 
Fax: (03) 9486 6566 
Email: centre@ccr.org.au
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so the conclusion by the neurologist was that it was an 
anatomical variant (not a clot) and therefore nothing 
serious.

In July 2009, my daughter and I attended a ladies 
conference. At one point one of the leaders asked if 
anyone was suffering from headaches, as she was 
feeling incredibly severe pain, to the point it was making 
her dizzy and knew she had to ask for someone to 
come forward. My daughter went forward and received 
prayer, her eyelids started to flicker uncontrollably as she 
was being prayed for; there was no apparent change 
but we stood in faith. Two days later we attended a 
healing Mass at St Joseph’s in Chelsea. Once again 
my daughter went up for prayer, she fell in the spirit and 
once again the prayer has the same effect on her eyes. 
At the end of Mass she said the fogginess in her head 
had lifted and from then on her headaches were gone. 
By Christmas 2009, the nausea was also gone. All this 
time my daughter had been home from work, and she 
came with me to prayer group and became a regular 
member; everyone showed her much love and supported 
her in prayer. My daughter has always been close to the 
Lord, but this certainly grew her more. The Lord answered 
our prayers with a great miracle and guarded her job that 
she loved so much. She is now back at work, praise be 
to God!

Fruit of the Spirit
By THERESE PARKER

In the mid 90’s, a very likeable young man 
named ‘David Lam’ from Hong Kong, a student 
of Physiotherapy, put in an appearance at 
Sacre Coeur Charismatic Prayer Community, 
and thereafter came every week. David joined 
our Music Ministry, where his fine deep singing voice 
added much lustre to our Praise and Worship. After a few 
years he decided to return to his homeland to study for the 
Priesthood, seemingly undaunted by the fact that Hong 
Kong was to be returned to Chinese Sovereignty in 1997.

After his period of study, David was ordained for the 
Diocese of Hong Kong and very soon fulfilled the promise 
he made to us before his departure; he celebrated 
Mass for our Community on Friday 13 August.  A joyous 
occasion, as can be imagined!!!! We praise the Lord 
for the gift of a member of our Charismatic Community 
becoming a Priest. David’s Superior, the Bishop of Hong 
Kong, has called him to undertake further studies in 
Canon Law. His name at home is Fr. Ephraim Lam, but 
with his permission, we call him… ‘Father David.’

Sacre Coeur is 38!!
Sacre Coeur Prayer community invites Prayer Groups to 
rejoice with them on the 3 September as they celebrate 
their 38th birthday with a Mass celebrated by Fr Colin 
Xavier. Festivities will commence at 8.00pm at St Kevin’s 
Church, 74 Glen Orme Ave, Ormond. There will be plenty 
of opportunities during supper after Mass to catch up with 
old friends like Claude Lopez who is one of the earliest 
leaders still actively involved in Sacre Coeur. For details 
call Norma on 9505 6838.

For His Glory
By KATHY KULJIS

In December 2009, I was diagnosed with 
extensive serosal metastic cancer in the 
abdomen and pelvis. It was at the uterine 
stump, at least five serosal metastic cancer 
tumours were in the pelvis and along umbilicus 
colon and liver. For someone active, fit and healthy all this 
was so unbelievable. 

My life became tests, more tests, chemotherapy, pain and 
disease. I was hospitalised in February 2010 for a second 
time. After a week’s stay in hospital, I was discharged and 
placed into Palliative Care at home, where packages of 
morphine and other related injections were delivered to the 
house. In other words, I was dying. My family was around 
me praying, loving and caring for me day and night. They 
prepared for my funeral.

Many Masses have been offered for my healing, as were 
novenas and prayers for healing, both in prayer groups 
and individually. This was for each one of us another step 
in growth, trust, faith and love. As it is written in the book 
of Isaiah 62:6 “on your walls Jerusalem I have placed 
sentries. They must never be silent day and night. They 
must remind the Lord of his promises and never let him 
forget them.” During the second last week of June the 
oncologist declared that the CT Scan showed no sign 
of disease anywhere in my body! May the Lord bless 
and reward those who have prayed for my healing, and 
continue to pray for my health. As for me, by the mercy 
and grace of God, once again I am strong, fit and healthy, 
and ready to face another trial as my husband has been 
diagnosed with bowel cancer – but I know in whom I trust.

A Testimony to God’s Goodness
By JOSIE RACCANELLO

In 2008 my daughter’s health started to decline, often 
complaining of feeling unwell, stomach problems and 
then subsequently, headaches. Towards the end of 
2008 the headaches were more frequent and more 
severe, resulting in trips to the emergency ward. They 
would medicate her severely, but no solution. Then the 

headaches became less acute, but simply 
permanent. She experienced nausea, had 
difficulty concentrating and felt foggy. She 
could work at her job as an intensive care 
nurse. A neurologist had her hospitalilsed 

thinking that it was viral, and an MRI showed what 
appeared to be a blood clot in one of the vessels in her 
brain. She was placed on Warfarin and other medication 
for 6 months and sent home before Christmas. 

Her headaches were not clearing, so she went for 
a second and third opinion, but each specialist was 
totally baffled as to why things were happening, and 
each prescribed new medication. Six months later the 
first neurologist decided to take her off all medication 
as he believed the length of treatment was sufficient. 
Any headaches and nausea she was still suffering, in his 
opinion, were possibly caused from side effects. Another 
MRI was done and the apparent clot was still present, 

SIGNS AND WONDERS
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Evangelisation and Healing Prayer Centres
Four regional Centres for Evangelisation and Healing 
Prayer are operating in Melbourne under the direction 
of Catholic Charismatic Renewal, and appointments 
for prayer may be made by contacting the Centre on 
94866544. 

Psychological and Counselling Services that work in 
conjunction with healing prayer are available in the 
central and southern areas of Melbourne. Phone Miriam 
at the Centre for details.

Can’t make it to a Healing Prayer Centre 
during the week?

Then you are welcome to come to the Open House 
Healing Ministry Days: 

Saturday 4 September and 6 November, 2010 between 
9.30am - 3.00pm at the CCR Centre.

Good, Good, Good News!
The International Leadership Training School, run by ICCRS 
will be held in Australia in July 2011. More details next issue. 
Start saving!!

Come to serve the Lord in Rome for 1 or 2 years!
From time to time, ICCRS seeks the help of those who 
are able to serve with their God-given talent and time to 
further the mission of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal in 
the very heart of the church for a minimum of 1 to 2 years. 
We need to replace our graphic staff member who is in 
charge - among other tasks - of the ICCRS newsletters 
and the ICCRS website. So we urgently seek for persons 
with specific knowledge of Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator, 
and Indesign. They should also know basic HTML and 
CSS and be able to work with Content Management 
Systems (CMS).

As ICCRS is an international office, it is important to speak 
English in addition to being fluent in another language. 
If interested, please send us your CV (including the 
experience in CCR), a photo and a recommendation letter 
from your national, diocesan or group leader in CCR to 
director@iccrs.org. We will consequently contact you 
soon. A humble stipend will be paid.

Intercession at the Centre
An invitation for Intercessors to come to the Centre and 
pray before the Blessed Sacrament on behalf of all Prayer 
Requests received at the Centre. The Chapel is available 
for prayer from 10.30am - 3.30pm. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays.

Upcoming Events - Sandhurst Diocese
26 - 28 August	CCR Annual Conference,

Agricultural College – Dookie

Scripture Day with Bishop Joe
November 13	 Noel Daley Centre

10.00am - 4.00pm
Please bring your Bible and lunch to share. 
Contacts:	 Gerri (02) 6056 2442 
	 Margaret (03) 5722 2821

“Climb Every Mountain” is a well known 
song! Well, climb mountains I did! 
Mount Podbrodo and Mount Krisevac 
at Medjugorje looked like daunting 
prospects on a recent CCR Pilgrimage.

I managed Podbrodo one afternoon 
and was told that next morning it would 
be Mount Krisevac. Well, I was totally 

horrified.  Sore and stiff from the first climb I hardly thought 
I had what it takes to climb a much higher mountain! I was 
adamant that I wouldn’t climb the next day.

Later that same evening the stark realisation hit me... four 
years earlier I had cried because I didn’t have the time 
to make the climb and now here I was crying that I didn’t 
want to make the climb! I then decided that I would at least 
try! The rest was up to God!

The next morning as I started the climb I was horrified 
to see the steepness, but determined that I should keep 
my focus on what was immediately in front of me and not 
worry about what lay ahead. In this way I was able, with 
brief respites at the Stations of the Cross, to make it all the 
way to the top! I was amazed to see so many people, old 
and young alike, making the trek barefoot. Even the sick, 
including one elderly man assisting his blind son, made 
this incredible journey. I marveled the grace from God, 
that no one going up or down was seriously hurt! 

Marvelling at the view from the top I experienced an 
awesome sense of freedom and stillness! I thought of 
Moses on Mount Horeb (Gen 3:1) and, of course, Jesus 
who often climbed mountains seeking solitude with his 
Father. It was humbling to think that I was now one of 
countless numbers over the ages seeking to experience 
this same nearness. 

Albeit we are sometimes at the top, bottom or anywhere 
in between on our journeys, be they spiritual or otherwise, 
they can be filled with amazing moments of grace!

Good News re Chairs
With a little help from our friends, and some 

negotiation we have been able to greatly reduce the 
price of the chairs. We have placed an order for 100 

chairs and help is still required. Send any donations to 
Miriam at the Centre.

Scripture Graphics
By PETER FOSTER

Read Mark 5: 41 - 43

A WORD... FROM MIRIAM
By MIRIAM MARKIS

BRIEFLY



Regional Healing 
Masses

There will be Healing Masses held in regional areas:

Eastern Region	 1 September	 St Clement of Rome, Egan Drive, Bulleen
	 Celebrant: Fr Wahid Riad
	 7.00pm Praise & Worship, 7.30pm Mass

Western Region	 14 September	 St Paul’s Parish, 230 Sunshine Ave, Kealba
	 Celebrant: Fr Bernard Morawski OFM Cap
	 7.00pm Praise & Worship, 7.30pm Mass

Southern Region	 12 November	 St Francis Xavier Parish, 60 Davey St, Frankston
	 Celebrant: Fr Colin Xavier
	 7.00pm Praise & Worship, 7.30pm Mass

Mark your Diary...	

Renewal Days
An opportunity for fellowship with 
others and growth through teachings

20 November	 Special Guest: Fr Pat O’Sullivan SJ

Our Lady Help of Christians Hall, 49 Nicholson Street, East Brunswick
From 9.30am - 5.00pm. 

Parking is available in School Grounds. Turn from Nicholson St into Miller St. Gate on left. 

Public Transport: Train to Parliament Station; Tram No 96 along Nicholson St to Stop 22.

Ministry of Hope, 
Healing and Love

Fr Richard McAlear’s gifts of teaching and healing are powerful indicators of the 
healing love of Jesus Christ being poured out on today’s world.

Saturday 11 September	 Our Lady Help of Christians Hall,
	 49 Nicholson St, East Brunswick.
Sunday 12 September	 Leaders Day at CCR Centre, 
	 101 Holden St, North Fitzroy.	 2.00pm - 5.00pm

Ladies Day 
Thursday 23 September 2010

Come along for a “Surprise” Day. Our God is a “God of Surprises”

BYO lunch to share
CCR Centre, 101 Holden St, North Fitzroy.
9.30am - 4.00pm

Men Only!
From Gangland to Promised Land

Come along, bring your friends and hear the powerful
testimony of John Pridmore.

Saturday 23 October	 CCR Centre 101 Holden St,
	 North Fitzroy.	
	 12.30pm - 4.00pm
	 Enjoy a BBQ lunch with John

Annual Summer 
Retreat 
17 - 21 January 2011

Fr Michael Manning is a member of the Society of the Divine 
Word. He is a well known speaker at Charismatic Conferences 
and Retreats internationally.

Our Lady Help of Christians Hall, 49 Nicholson St,
East Brunswick.

9.30am – 5.00pm each day

Each Month
CHARISMATIC MASSES

Each Sunday	 5.30pm St Clements, Bulleen
	 7.00pm Holy Family, Doveton (Ministry After)

Healing Masses

First Monday	 7.30pm St Andrew’s, Clayton South 	 Third Thursday	 8.00pm ‘Churinga’, Greensborough
	 7.45pm Sacred Heart, Croydon	 Third Sunday	 12 Noon St Benedict’s, Burwood
First Monday	 St Joseph’s, Springvale		  3.30pm St Dominic’s, Broadmeadows
	 9.30am/10.30am. Ring 9547 9557		  5.30pm St Francis Xavier, Frankston
	 8.00pm Odd Number Months	 Fourth Tuesday	 10.00am St Joseph’s, Chelsea
First Wednesday	 8.00pm St Clement’s, Bulleen	 Fourth Sunday	 6.30pm St Joseph’s, Northcote (Ministry After)
First Friday	 8.00pm St Kevin’s, Ormond	 First Friday	 Holy Hour For Priests
First Sunday	 2.30pm St Peter’s Chanel, Deer Park		  10.00am St Anthony’s, Noble Park

10 September	 7.30pm Praise & Prayer, 8.00pm Mass. St Francis Xavier, Frankston. Celebrant: Fr Wahid Riad
29 November	 8.00pm St Peter’s, East Bentleigh


